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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

ASSOCIATION ON AMERICAN INDIAN AFFAIRS ANNOUNCES 
11TH ANNUAL REPATRIATION CONFERENCE,  

“FEEDING THE FIRE: ADVANCING THE MOVEMENT” 
 
Four-week virtual conference featuring NAGPRA training, international repatriation, and 
Native-led strategies to return and protect Native cultural heritage. 
 
Native Country, Turtle Island, Tuesday, January 13, 2026 – The Association on American 
Indian Affairs (the Association) is proud to announce that registration is open for its 11th 
Annual Repatriation Conference, themed Feeding the Fire: Advancing the Movement, a fully 
virtual conference taking place on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays throughout the 
month of February 2026. At a moment when Native Nations and institutions alike are 
navigating limited capacity, the Conference brings together Native Nation leaders, 
practitioners, cultural professionals, and allies to advance the return of Ancestors, cultural 
heritage, and knowledge through practical training, shared strategy, and collective 
responsibility in an accessible virtual environment. 
 
The Conference addresses the full scope of repatriation work today by pairing leadership 
grounded in relationship, with actionable guidance. Programming includes living traditional 
knowledge and healing-centered practices; Native-led international repatriation strategies; 
in-depth training on the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA); 
and forward-looking sessions on data sovereignty, Native Nation-directed research, and 
reshaping institutional practice beyond compliance. 
 
The Conference will also feature a film screening of The Doctrine, a powerful documentary 
that follows Native Youth confronting the legacy of the Doctrine of Discovery and highlights 
how storytelling advances truth-telling, healing, and accountability in repatriation work. 
 
“Repatriation is not a single action—it is an ongoing responsibility grounded in Native 
sovereignty and self-determination,” said Shannon O’Loughlin, a citizen of the Choctaw 
Nation of Oklahoma and the Association’s CEO and Attorney. “This Conference is about 
supporting those carrying this work by sharing practical tools, proven strategies, and 
collective strength to continue advancing the movement. But most importantly, it is about 
building kinship and connectedness through respect and accountability.” 
 



Donate at www.Indian-Affairs.org 
6030 Daybreak Circle, Suite A150-217, Clarksville, MD 21029 

(240) 314-7155    general@Indian-Affairs.org 
 

Michelle D. Schenandoah, a citizen of the Onʌyota’:aka (Oneida) Nation Wolf Clan of the 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, will serve as a keynote speaker for the Conference. An 
inspirational speaker, writer, and founder of the nonprofit Rematriation, Schenandoah is a 
trained lawyer and cultural leader whose work centers Native women’s voices, traditional 
knowledge, and healing. She previously served as a spiritual advisor to the Pope as part of 
the First Nations Delegation to the Vatican, an engagement that contributed to his apology 
regarding residential schools. Her keynote will ground the Conference in responsibility, truth-
telling, and Native-led pathways forward in repatriation work. 

O’Loughlin will also speak on the final day of the Conference, offering legal and strategic 
insights informed by her leadership in advancing repatriation efforts nationwide. 

The Conference will feature more keynote speakers, interactive workshops, and cultural 
sessions, and is intended for Native Nation and Native Hawaiian Organization leaders and 
representatives, museums and institutions, attorneys, academics, advocates, artists, 
collectors, dealers, artists, and others engaged in the return of cultural heritage. 
 
Native Nation officials and representatives, as well as personnel from small U.S. museums 
whose budgets are $500,000 or less, can register to attend for free. Discounts are also 
available for vendors and exhibitors.  
 
Visit Indian-Affairs.org/11thannualrepatriationconference to view the agenda, and for more 
information on registration, sponsorship opportunities, and exhibitor and vendor registration. 
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CC Hovie, Public Affairs & Communications Director 
CC@Indian-Affairs.org, 240-314-7155 
 

The Association on American Indian Affairs is the oldest national Native non-profit protecting 
sovereignty, preserving culture, educating youth, and building capacity. Since 1922, the Association 

was formed to change the destructive path of federal policy from assimilation, termination and 
allotment, to sovereignty, self-determination and self-sufficiency. Throughout its more than 100-year 

history, the Association has provided national advocacy on watershed issues that support sovereignty.  
and culture, while working at a grassroots level with Native Nations to support  

the implementation of programs that support Native Peoples.  
 


