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Educating Youth ◦ Building Capacity 

 

ARMY VETERANS RIDE 10,000 MILES ACROSS TURTLE ISLAND  
TO SUPPORT NATIVE NATIONS 

 
Native Country, Turtle Island, Friday, July 31, 2026—On Sunday, August 2, Army veterans 
Randy Merrill and Brian Cassidy will begin a 10,000-mile journey across Turtle Island as part 
of the Hoka Hey Motorcycle Challenge, raising awareness and funds for the Association on 
American Indian Affairs while pursuing healing through service. 
 
The veterans have committed to raising $10,000 for the Association and have already raised 
$2,750 before the ride begins. Donations support the Association’s work to strengthen 
Native Nations youth and family programs, protect Native Nation sovereignty and diverse 
cultures, and educate the public about Native Peoples.  
 
“We are two Army veterans, brothers in arms, bonded by combat, scars, and the quiet battles 
that never seem to end,” Randy and Brian said in a joint statement. “PTSD and pain followed 
us home. But we refuse to be defined by the damage.” 
 
The Hoka Hey Motorcycle Challenge spans thousands of miles of back roads across Turtle 
Island. Riders must navigate without GPS while facing changing terrain, unpredictable 
weather, and long days on the road, testing their endurance, resilience, and sense of 
purpose.  
 
“This ride is about raising awareness of the strength and resilience of Native Nations and 
doing our part to support justice and healing, "said Brian, a Purple Heart recipient who 
served combat tours in Iraq and Afghanistan.  
 
“This Challenge represents something deeper than miles traveled—it’s about healing, service, 
and standing in solidarity with Native Peoples,” said Shannon O’Loughlin, citizen of the 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma and CEO and Attorney for the Association. “Randy and Brian 
are demonstrating what meaningful allyship looks like. Their commitment helps raise 
awareness that Native Peoples and their diverse cultures deserve equal protection.” 
 
In addition to raising funds for the Association, Randy and Brian are seeking ride sponsors to 
help cover fuel, safety gear, tires, maintenance, and other essential travel expenses during 
the Challenge.  
 



Supporters can follow the riders, donate to the Association or become a ride sponsor at 
Indian-Affairs.org/hokaheymotorcyclechallenge.  
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The Association on American Indian Affairs is the oldest national Native non-profit protecting 
sovereignty, preserving culture, educating youth and building capacity. The Association was  

formed in 1922 to change the destructive path of federal policy from assimilation, termination  
and allotment, to sovereignty, self-determination and self-sufficiency. Throughout its more  
than 100-year history, the Association has provided national advocacy on watershed issues  

that support sovereignty and culture, while working at a grassroots level with Native Nations  
to support the implementation of programs that support Native Peoples.   
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