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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

ASSOCIATION ON AMERICAN INDIAN AFFAIRS ANNOUNCES 
12TH ANNUAL REPATRIATION CONFERENCE,  

“TENDING THE FIRE: SUSTAINING THE JOURNEY HOME” 
 
Native Country, Turtle Island, Tuesday, September 8, 2026 – The Association on American 
Indian Affairs (the Association) announces that registration is open for its 12th Annual 
Repatriation Conference, Tending the Fire: Sustaining the Journey Home, a fully virtual 
conference taking place Thursdays and Fridays throughout February 2027.  
 
As Native Nations and institutions navigate limited capacity, the Conference will bring 
together Native Nation leaders, practitioners, cultural professionals, and allies to strengthen 
the return of culture through practical training, shared strategies, relationship building, and 
intergenerational healing. The Conference is designed to build capacity and support the 
continued return of Ancestors, cultural heritage, and knowledge. 
 
Programming will include keynote speakers, interactive workshops, cultural sessions, 
networking opportunities, and other presentations. The Conference is intended for Native 
Nation and Native Hawaiian Organization leaders and representatives, museum and 
institutional professionals, attorneys, academics, advocates, artists, collectors, dealers, and 
others engaged in repatriation and the return of Native cultural heritage. 
 
“Sustaining the journey home means building capacity to bring thousands of our relatives’ 
bodies home, along with millions of cultural heritage items,” said Shannon O’Loughlin, a 
citizen of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma and the Association’s CEO and Attorney. “This 
means we must strengthen our relationships, expand our knowledge, and grow our 
readiness to carry this work forward. The Conference creates space to learn from one 
another, build lasting connections, and share the tools and strategies that will bring health 
and healing to all of us through this important work.” 
 
The Association is also seeking proposals for panels, workshops, trainings, roundtables, and 
other interactive sessions that explore the Conference theme and strengthen the practice of 
repatriation. Proposals should provide practical tools, strategies, and opportunities for 
collaboration that help build capacity and sustain repatriation work, including sessions 
addressing NAGPRA, international repatriation, cultural heritage trafficking, the return of 
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tangible and intangible cultural heritage, and other efforts to protect Native cultural heritage. 
Session proposals can be submitted through the Association’s website and are due by 5 p.m. 
ET on Monday, October 5, 2026. Presenters will receive free registration to attend the full 
virtual Conference. 
 
Native Nation officials and representatives, as well as personnel from small U.S. museums 
whose budgets are $500,000 or less, can register to attend for free.  
 
Visit Indian-Affairs.org/12thannualrepatriationconference for more information on 
registration and sponsorship opportunities. 
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The Association on American Indian Affairs is the oldest national Native nonprofit protecting 
sovereignty, preserving culture, educating youth, and building capacity. The Association was formed 

to change the destructive path of federal policy from assimilation, termination and allotment, to 
sovereignty, self-determination and self-sufficiency. Throughout our more than 100-year history, the 

Association has provided national advocacy on watershed issues that support sovereignty and culture, 
while working at a grassroots level with Native Nations to support the implementation of programs that 

support Native Peoples and the revitalization of culture.  

 


