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CHOOSE NATIVE ARTISTS 
Instead of buying Native cultural heritage, choose artwork
created for today's art market by Native artists. 

When you buy directly from Native artists, you: 
Support Native artists and their relatives. 
Help strengthen Native Nations. 
Celebrate living Native cultures. 
Bring home authentic Native art with a story the artist
chooses to share. 

THINK BEFORE YOU BUY 
Some items sold as "artifacts," "antiquities," or
"collectibles" may have been taken from Native
burial sites, sacred places, or Native Nations 
without permission. These items are not souvenirs 
or investments. 

They may include: 
Ancestors or burial belongings 
Sacred items 
Cultural patrimony 
Items that look old, likely weathered, dirty, or
decayed 

These items are part of a Native Nation's living 
culture and should not be bought or sold. 

Collect Native Art. Not Native Cultural Heritage.Collect Native Art. Not Native Cultural Heritage.

EVERY PURCHASE MATTERS
If you want to support Native artists, buy artwork made by contemporary Native artists. Your purchase supports
Native artists, their families, and Native Nations maintain their diverse cultural practices. 
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KNOW WHAT THE LAW REQUIRES.
Under the Indian Arts and Crafts Act, it is illegal to market or sell artwork as Native-made unless it
was created by: 

A citizen of a federal or state recognized Native Nation, or 
An artist certified as an Indian artisan by a Native Nation. 

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE 
Not legal: Jewelry marketed as "Native American Jewelry" if it was not made by a Native Nation citizen or
a certified Indian artisan. 

Not legal: Jewelry marketed as "Navajo Jewelry" if it was not made by a citizen of the Navajo Nation or a
certified Indian artisan of the Navajo Nation. 

WHY IT MATTERS 
The Indian Arts and Crafts Act protects: 

Buyers from fraud. 
Native artists and craftspeople from unfair competition. 
The cultural and economic well-being of Native Nations. 

When you buy authentic Native art, you support Native artists, 
Native Nations, and living cultural traditions—not counterfeit products. 

BEFORE YOU BUY CHECKLIST

Buy Authentic Native Art: A Quick GuideBuy Authentic Native Art: A Quick Guide

CHECK THE EVENT'S POLICY. 
Look for statements on the event website, vendor application, promotional materials, or printed
program confirming that vendors comply with the Indian Arts and Crafts Act and truthfully
represent Native-made artwork. 

ASK QUESTIONS.
If authenticity is not clearly stated, it is ok to ask the artist: 

Are you the artist? 
Which Native Nation are you a citizen of or are
recognized by? 

ASK FOR VERIFICATION.
If needed, request written verification of Native Nation
citizenship or Indian artisan certification. 

BE CAUTIOUS OF VAGUE MARKETING.
Terms like "Native-inspired," "Southwest style," "tribal
design," or "Native American style" do not mean an item
is Native-made. 

FREQUENTLY MISREPRESENTED ITEMS. 
Be especially cautious when purchasing: jewelry, pottery,
baskets, carved stone fetishes, Kachina dolls, woven rugs
and textiles, clothing and regalia-inspired items, and
ceremonial-inspired items including smudging materials,
rattles, pipes, and drums.

HELP STOP 
CULTURAL HERITAGE TRAFFICKING

Native “artifacts” and “antiquities” are the
cultural heritage of Native Nations; not
collectibles. 

See evidence of theft or looting? 
Contact your local FBI Field Office
immediately.

Have Native Cultural Heritage in your
possession? 
Contact the Association. We can help:

Provide information about your items.
Connect you with the appropriate 

       Native Nation.
Facilitate respectful return options.

Many items can be returned through
charitable donation or other mutually
agreed-upon arrangements.
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