ASSOCIATION ON AMERICAN INDIAN AFFAIRS

11th Annual Repatriation Conference

FINAL AGENDA

WEEK ONE | BUILDING KINSHIP

6:00-8:00 pm

Monday, February 2

Special Pre-Event Movie Night!The Doctrine, A film by Gwendolen Cates with
original soundtrack by Pura Fé

After the movie, stay for Q&A with Gwendolen Cates and Nina Berglund.

The Doctrine of Discovery is the term for 15th-century decrees issued by the
Vatican that authorized conquest and colonization, codified racism and slavery,
became international law, and was enshrined in U.S. law in 1823. The film follows a
group of Indigenous teenagers from Minneapolis/St.Paul who travel to Rome to
meet with Vatican officials and advocate for the repudiation of the Doctrine. Also
featured are Indigenous activists in Aotearoa New Zealand, Guatemala, New
Caledonia, and Puerto Rico. The film exposes how the Doctrine of Discovery has
targeted communities of color, was the origin of the transatlantic slave trade, and
enables corporate forces driving the climate crisis. Watch the trailer at
vimeo.com/275964493.

THE DOGTRINE

A FILM BY GWENDOLEN CATES

ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK BY PURA FE

Twin cities
Fllm Fest \

THEDOCTRINEMOVIE.COM
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Tuesday, February 3

2:00-2:25 pm Opening Prayer & Welcome
Frank Ettawageshik, citizen of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians,
Board President for the Association on American Indian Affairs; Jamie Gomez,
citizen of the Tlingit & Haida Tribe and Athabascan descendant, Board Member for
the Association on American Indian Affairs
Jamie Gomez will start our conference with an opening prayer followed by a warm
welcome from the Association by our Board President, Frank Ettawageshik.

2:30-4:30 pm Rooted Practices: Finding Repatriation and Restoration through Living
Traditional Knowledges
Casandra Stouder, Seminole & Navajo, Indigenous Wellness Consultant &
Community Empowerment Specialist; Kimber R. Olson, MSW, Ph.D., Chiricahua
Apache Mimbres Band Nation, Founder & CEQ, Juniper & Pine Consulting; Kim
Mettler, Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation, Next Generations Director,
Association on American Indian Affairs
In this interactive workshop, participants will reimagine repatriation as a living,
relational and healing-centered process. Through story, reflection, and facilitated
practices, participants will gain culturally rooted tools to hold grief, rage, and joy at
the same time, and develop strategies for centering relationship, humility, and
inclusion in repatriation work.
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2:00-3:30 pm

3:45-5:15 pm

Wednesday, February 4

C.A.R.E.: Caring About and Repatriating Everything - Sharing a Model for
Solidarity and Mutual Support

Diana Terrazas, Bishop Paiute Tribe, Program Manager for Your Neighborhood
Museum; Gabriel Kitchen, Mesa Grande Band of Mission Indians, Tribal Council
Member and Chair, Cultural Committee & Department, Mesa Grande Band of
Mission Indians; Lylliam Posadas, Co-Founder & Co-Director of Your Neighborhood
Museum; Mandi Campbell, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer, Timbisha Shoshone
Tribe

CARE highlights the importance of working together across disciplines and
experiences to develop creative and effective solutions to preservation and
repatriation challenges. Fellows from Native Nations form a cohort of mutual
support and together they guide the curriculum development that includes
NAGPRA and conservation guidance.

Strength is Being in Good Relation: Strategies for Protecting Lands and
Ancestors

Debra Grimes, Vice-Chairwoman of the Calaveras Band of Mi-Wuk Indians

The Mi-Wuk Nation has resided in the Sierra Nevada foothills since time
immemorial. The session will share the Mi-Wuk Nations strategies for protecting
sacred places, burial grounds, and homelands. The Calaveras Band, Tuolumne
Band, and Chicken Ranch Rancheria Mi-Wuk Nations represent both recognized
and non-recognized Mi-Wuk who work together to defend their homelands.
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2:00- 3:30 pm

3:45-5:15 pm

5:30-6:30 pm

Thursday, February 5

Ugheldze Hwle Cilaes (Sharing and Caring): Building a Tribal Community
Digital Archive to Restore Knowledge and Connections

Heather McClain, Archivist, Anchorage Museum; Monica Shah, Deputy Director of
Collections and Conservation, Anchorage Museum; Selena Ortega-Chiolero,
Tarahumara, Chickaloon Native Village Museum Specialist

By centering Ahtna values of sharing, caring, and relational accountability, the
session strengthens Native Nation capacity and sovereignty in cultural stewardship
by charting practical, community-defined pathways for digital repatriation that
restore connections, empower self-determination, and Indigenous control of
heritage.

The Many Ways Seeds Come Home

Dr. David Michener, Curator at the University of Michigan Matthaei Botanical
Gardens; Shiloh Maples, Little River Band of Ottawa Indians, Ph.D. student at the
University of Michigan; Veronica Pasfield, Ph.D., Bay Mills Indian Community,
National Endowment for the Humanities/Oral History Association Fellow, Great
Lakes Tribal Consulting, LLC, NAGPRA Officer, Bay Mills Indian Community
This is the first presentation on case-studies of Seed Rematriation from the
University of Michigan's Museum of Anthropological Archaeology (UMMAA),
which houses more than 4,000 seeds removed from at least 90 different Native
Nations, primarily before the 1940s. This session will discuss the grounds and
approach for returning seeds under NAGPRA.

KEYNOTE

Michelle Schenandoah, JD, LL.M., & MS, is a writer, speaker, thought leader,
and traditional member of the Oneida Nation Wolf Clan of the
Haudenosaunee Confederacy.





































