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ASSOCIATION ON AMERICAN INDIAN AFFAIRS
VIRTUAL

11th Annual Repatriation Conference:

Feeding the Fire

Greetings Cultural Sovereignty Protector!

On behalf of the Association on American Indian Affairs, | invite you to stand with us once again as a sponsor of
the 11th Annual Repatriation Conference, taking place virtually throughout the month of February, 2026. This
year's theme, "Feeding the Fire: Advancing the Movement,” builds on the momentum of past Repatriation
Conferences and calls us to act. Repatriation—the return of Ancestors, burial belongings, and sacred cultural
heritage—is no longer just about compliance. It is a powerful, living movement rooted in justice, healing, and
Native Nation sovereignty.

As Native Nations and allies reclaim what was taken and protect what remains, the Association on American Indian
Affairs’ 11th Annual Repatriation Conference will provide a virtual space to exchange strategies, sharpen skills,
share tools, build community, and chart clear pathways forward. In a time of shrinking budgets, limited staff, and
compounding responsibilities, this work often falls on the shoulders of a few who do more with less. From legal
reforms to training pipelines, we are not just reacting—we are advancing.

The virtual gathering will bring together Native Nation representatives, Elders and youth, spiritual leaders,
museum professionals, academics, attorneys, federal agencies, auction houses, and international partners to share
tools, lessons, and strategies that can advance repatriation practice and cultural sovereignty across generations.
Together, we'll take on long-term strategies, develop new models, and build shared frameworks for institutional
change, repatriation of cultural heritage, and appropriate public education.

We cannot do this work without fellow protectors like you. Your sponsorship helps us sustain not only this annual
Conference, but year-round advocacy, training, and grassroots support for Native Nations. In the attached packet,
you'll find sponsorship levels and a commitment form. Every contribution—large or small-helps carry our
Ancestors home and ensure they are honored with dignity and respect.

If you have any questions, please reach out at 240-314-7155 or general@Indian-Affairs.org. We're grateful for your
partnership and your continued commitment to this shared work.

Yakoke - my Choctaw thanks,
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Shannon O’Loughlin, Choctaw
Chief Executive & Attorney

Board of Directors

Frank Ettawageshik (Odawa), President Joshua Riley (Choctaw), Vice President
Makalika Naholowa'a (Native Hawaiian), Treasurer Lisa “Tiger” Martin (Muscogee), Secretary
John Echohawk (Pawnee) Joseph Daniels, Sr. (Potawatomi)
Bradford R. Keeler (Cherokee) Rory Wheeler (Seneca)

Jamie Gomez (Tlingit and Haida) Lycia Ortega (Quechan)















