ASSOCIATION ON
AMERICAN INDIAN AFFAIRS

International Repatriation Strategy

OUR VISION OUR MISSION

We envision a future where all stolen Native bodies To protect Native sovereignty, culture, and traditions
and cultural heritage are returned—no matter where by advancing the repatriation of Ancestors, sacred and
in the world they are held. cultural heritage, and burial belongings through

advocacy, education, and direct support.

WHY INTERNATIONAL REPATRIATION MATTERS

Repatriation is not only about the physical return of stolen Native bodies and sensitive cultural heritage, but also
about restoring balance and honoring the diverse living cultures and spiritual traditions of Native Peoples. Many
Native items remain outside United States borders and beyond the reach of domestic legislation, including in
museums, universities, and private collections throughout the world. Rather than focusing on costly databases,
this strategy prioritizes relationship-building, transparency, and community-led processes that lead to return and
healing.

OUR EXPERIENCE

Founded in 1922, the Association on American Indian /)),‘
Affairs is the oldest national Native nonprofit ‘ \.on"if':.":: :
organization in the United States dedicated to serving
Native Country. The Association has fought to return
stolen culture since its founding, and has been
providing dedicated support for international

repatriation since 2014.

Recognizing that the trafficking and dispossession of
Ancestors and cultural heritage extends beyond United
States borders, the Association developed a strategic,
three-phased approach that centers Native Nations,
builds capacity, and minimizes burdens for institutions

and Native Nations.

PHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE 3
Research country-specific laws, Connect Native Nations with Facilitate collective repatriations
reach out to international institutions, their collections, while building best practices
institutions, and prioritize and build coalitions and diplomatic relationships

institutional collections






