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​OVERVIEW
The Association on American Indian Affairs' International Repatriation Strategy provides a long-term approach
to help Native Nations bring Ancestors and cultural belongings home from institutions around the world. Before
this process begins, the Association researches international laws, prioritizes institutional collections, and builds
relationships with institutions. This work continues as new opportunities emerge. The phases below outline the
collaborative process, the Association's role, and where Native Nations lead decision-making throughout.

PHASE 1
Research country-specific laws,

reach out to international
institutions, and prioritize

institutional collections

PHASE 3
Facilitate collective repatriations

while building best practices
and diplomatic relationships

PHASE 2
Connect Native Nations with
institutions, their collections,

and build coalitions

PHASE 1: RESEARCH & PRIORITIZATION PHASE 1: RESEARCH & PRIORITIZATION 

THE ASSOCIATION WILL: 
Identify countries with laws, policies, or practices
that support international repatriation.  
Research museums, universities, and other
institutions that may hold Native Ancestors and
belongings.  
Learn about each institution's collections,
repatriation policies, and decision-making
processes.  
Build relationships with institutions to encourage
transparency and prepare for future repatriation
discussions.  
Gather and organize information that can help
Native Nations make informed decisions.  

NATIVE NATIONS MAY:
Share information that may assist in identifying
collections.  
Ensure the Association has current contact
information for Native Nation leadership and
cultural heritage or repatriation staff.  
Receive updates about institutions that may hold
Ancestors or belongings connected to their Nation.

THE ASSOCIATION’S ROLE: 
The Association conducts research and relationship-building before claims begin, reducing the
time and resources Native Nations would otherwise need to invest in identifying institutions and
navigating international processes. 
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PHASE 2: NATION ENGAGEMENT & COALITION BUILDING PHASE 2: NATION ENGAGEMENT & COALITION BUILDING 

THE ASSOCIATION WILL:  
Share information gathered about institutions and
their collections with potentially affiliated Native
Nations. 
Facilitate communication among Native Nations
when multiple Nations may have an interest in the
same collections. 
Provide information and resource materials to
support informed decision-making. 
Coordinate coalition-building when requested by
participating Nations. 
Respect each Nation's sovereignty and decision-
making throughout the process. 

NATIVE NATIONS MAY:
Pursue a repatriation claim independently. 
Join with other Nations in a coalition. 
Request additional consultation or information
before making a decision. 
Decide not to pursue a claim at that time.

THE ASSOCIATION’S ROLE: 
The Association supports communication, coordination, and information-sharing but does not
determine cultural affiliation or make repatriation claims on behalf of Native Nations. Decisions
about whether and how to pursue repatriation always remain with each Nation. 

PHASE 3: REPATRIATION & RETURN PHASE 3: REPATRIATION & RETURN 

THE ASSOCIATION WILL: 
Support participating Nations by providing claim
templates and coordinating coalition submissions
when requested. 
Maintain communication with institutions
throughout the repatriation process. 
Encourage institutions to establish clear timelines
and remain accountable throughout the process. 
Assist with planning for the return of Ancestors and
belongings once repatriation has been agreed. 
Reduce the time, cost, and barriers involved in
returning Ancestors and belongings home. 
Document lessons learned to strengthen future
international repatriation efforts. 

NATIVE NATIONS MAY:
Lead discussions with institutions regarding cultural
protocols and the care of Ancestors and
belongings. 
Determine how their Nation wishes to participate
throughout the repatriation process. 
Work together with coalition partners while
maintaining their own sovereignty and decision-
making authority. 
Determine appropriate protocols for the return of
Ancestors and belongings. 

THE ASSOCIATION’S ROLE: 
The Association works alongside Native Nations throughout the repatriation process, helping
reduce administrative barriers, strengthen communication, and support successful returns.
Decisions regarding repatriation are ultimately made by the holding institution, while decisions
about cultural protocols and next steps remain with the Native Nations. 

The Association on American Indian Affairs is the oldest national Native nonprofit
protecting sovereignty, preserving culture, educating youth, and building capacity. 

https://www.indian-affairs.org/

	From Strategy to Action:  How the International Repatriation Process Works
	PHASE 1 Research country-specific laws, reach out to international institutions, and prioritize institutional collections
	PHASE 2 Connect Native Nations with  institutions, their collections,  and build coalitions
	PHASE 3 Facilitate collective repatriations while building best practices and diplomatic relationships
	PHASE 1: RESEARCH & PRIORITIZATION
	THE ASSOCIATION WILL:
	NATIVE NATIONS MAY:


	PHASE 2: NATION ENGAGEMENT & COALITION BUILDING
	THE ASSOCIATION WILL:
	NATIVE NATIONS MAY:

	PHASE 3: REPATRIATION & RETURN
	THE ASSOCIATION WILL:
	NATIVE NATIONS MAY:
	The Association on American Indian Affairs is the oldest national Native nonprofit protecting sovereignty, preserving culture, educating youth, and building capacity.
	6030 Daybreak Circle, Suite A150-217, ​Clarksville, Maryland 21029
	Indian-Affairs.org | 240-314-7155 | general@Indian-Affairs.org



