
Plains Regional NAGPRA Training Conference  
AGENDA  
All times Mountain 

  
 

All learners will receive a certificate after successfully completing this 3-day training. Successful completion 
will require the following: 

 Completion of a written pre- and post-assessment to evaluate the class as a whole, and 
 On time and full attendance in all classes in red* are required for the certificate. 

 

Tuesday, May 12 – Day 1 
 
7:30-9:00 am  Registration Pick Up & Networking, University Center Ballroom Foyer 
 
9:00-9:30 am Opening and Welcome, University Center Ballroom 

Courtney Little Axe, Northern Cheyenne/Absentee Shawnee/Seminole, NAGPRA 
Repatriation Coordinator and Collections Manager, University of Montana; Lylliam 
Posadas, Co-Founder & Co-Director, Your Neighborhood Museum; and Shannon 
O’Loughlin, Choctaw, CEO & Attorney for the Association on American Indian Affairs. 
 

9:30-12:30 pm Making Medicine, Making Relatives: Changing the Way We Work Together*, 
University Center Ballroom 
This session braids together the intersections of relationship building, 
intergenerational trauma and healing, and collaboration within the context of 
repatriation and NAGPRA compliance.  
Kim Mettler, Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation, Next Generations Director, 
Association on American Indian Affairs; Lylliam Posadas, Co-Founder & Co-Director, 
Your Neighborhood Museum; Dr. Maegen Rides at the Door, Assiniboine-Sioux 
Tribes of the Fort Peck Reservation, descendant of Absentee Shawnee Tribe, Director 
of the National Native Children’s Trauma Center. 

 
12:30-1:30 pm  Lunch on your own 

Food trucks! Kicking BBQ & Serving Thyme food trucks will be available at $10-15 per 
person.  

   
1:30-2:00 pm Training Orientation*, University Center Ballroom 

Learners will arrive early or on time to learn about the program expectations, 
understand certificate requirements, and take a pre-assessment evaluation.    
 

2:00-5:00 pm Foundations of NAGPRA*, University Center Ballroom 
The first step to becoming an expert in NAGPRA is a comprehensive understanding of 
Subpart A of the regulations, which provides the methods for institutions to comply, 
and concepts Native Nations must understand to advocate for the return of their 
Ancestors and belongings. This training and all other NAGPRA training will be given 
by the Association on American Indian Affairs’ NAGPRA Trainer Team. 
Basil Stewart, NAGPRA Coordinator, Virginia; Kay Kkendasot Mattena-Short, 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation, Association’s Program Associate; Winter BearKing, 
Hunkpapa Lakota descendant, Association’s Cultural Sovereignty Curriculum 
Development Lead. 
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Wednesday, May 13 – Day 2 
   
9:00-10:15 am Collections Care and Management, University Center Ballroom Dealing with 

Hazardous Materials and Pesticides Residues: Your Neighborhood Museum staff will 
cover how different types of hazardous materials have been used on Native 
collections, the methods of detecting hazardous materials, and safety protocols for 
dealing with these hazards. 
Lylliam Posadas, Co-Founder & Co-Director; Jennifer Kim, Co-Founder & Co-
Director; Nicole Passerotti, Seneca Nation, Bear Clan, Conservator & Collections 
Care Specialist. 
                            

10:15–12:30 pm Small Group Workshop Discussions and Demonstrations (breakout rooms)  
NAGPRA Certification* requires participation in 2 of these 3 NAGPRA groups. 
Collection Care and Management groups are optional for the certificate and sign up is 
required due to limited space of 20 people per group. 

10:15-10:55 am 
Group 1 Collection Care and Management, University Center Room 331 (sign up 
required) This hands-on demonstration will allow participants to learn tips for 
sampling and testing options for dealing with hazardous materials. 

   Group 2 NAGPRA, University Center Rooms 332 & 333 
Duty of Care: Group discussion about how best to implement the duty of care 
standards. 

   Group 3 NAGPRA, University Center Theatre 
Making a Determination of Cultural Affiliation. Group discussion about the 
requirements for finding a shared group relationship.  

   Group 4 NAGPRA, University Center Ballroom 
Deference to Traditional Knowledge and Consultation. Group discussion about 
implementing consultation and deference to Native American Traditional Knowledge 
throughout NAGPRA. 

  11:00-11:40 am 
Group 1 Collection Care and Management, University Center Room 331 (sign up 
required) This hands-on demonstration will allow participants to learn tips for 
sampling and testing options for dealing with hazardous materials. 

   Group 2 NAGPRA, University Center Rooms 332 & 333   
Duty of Care: Group discussion about how best to implement the duty of care 
standards. 

   Group 3 NAGPRA, University Center Theatre 
Making a Determination of Cultural Affiliation. Group discussion about the 
requirements for finding a shared group relationship  

   Group 4 NAGPRA, University Center Ballroom 
Deference to Traditional Knowledge and Consultation. Group discussion about 
implementing consultation and deference to Native American Traditional Knowledge 
throughout NAGPRA. 
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11:45-12:25 pm  
Group 1 Collection Care and Management, University Center Room 331 (sign up 
required) This hands-on demonstration will allow participants to learn tips for 
sampling and testing options for dealing with hazardous materials. 

   Group 2 NAGPRA, University Center Rooms 332 & 333   
Duty of Care: Group discussion about how best to implement the duty of care 
standards. 

   Group 3 NAGPRA, University Center Theatre 
Making a Determination of Cultural Affiliation. Group discussion about the 
requirements for finding a shared group relationship  

   Group 4 NAGPRA, University Center Ballroom 
Deference to Traditional Knowledge and Consultation. Group discussion about 
implementing consultation and deference to Native American Traditional Knowledge 
throughout NAGPRA. 

 
12:30-1:30 pm Lunch on your own. 

Food trucks! Kicking BBQ & Serving Thyme food trucks will be available at $10-15 per 
person. 

   
1:30-4:00 pm The Technical Steps of NAGPRA*, University Center Ballroom 

Subpart C of the NAGPRA regulations provides a step-by-step process leading to 
repatriation of Ancestors and belongings. The course will connect the critical concepts 
learned from Subpart A and provide further development of critical thinking skills in 
line with the purpose of NAGPRA will support all learners to understand how to 
answer unique questions that can be presented through the NAGPRA process. 

 
4:00-5:00 pm Small Group Workshop Discussions and Demonstrations (breakout rooms) 

NAGPRA Certification* requires participation in 1 of these 2 NAGPRA groups. 
Collection Care and Management groups are optional for the certificate and sign up is 
required because of limited space of 20 people per group. 

4:00-4:30 pm  
Group 1 Collection Care and Management, University Center Room 331 (sign up 
required) This hands-on demonstration will allow participants to learn tips for 
sampling and testing options for dealing with hazardous materials. 
Group 2 NAGPRA, University Center Rooms 332 & 333 
Overcoming Obstacles: Bring your questions! Learners explore how to overcome 
their common challenges to the inventory and summary processes. 

Group 3 NAGPRA, University Center Ballroom 
Subpart C Workshop Questions. This session will show you how you have all the 
answers you may need with the Act and regulations in hand by working together to 
answer some frequently asked questions. 

4:30-5:00 pm  
Group 1 Collection Care and Management, University Center Room 331 (sign up 
available at registration desk and is limited to 20 people) This hands-on 
demonstration will allow participants to learn tips for sampling and testing options for 
dealing with hazardous materials. 
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Group 2 NAGPRA, University Center Rooms 332 & 333 
Overcoming Obstacles: Bring your questions! Learners explore how to overcome 
their common challenges to the inventory and summary processes. 

Group 3 NAGPRA, University Center Ballroom  
Subpart C Workshop Questions. This session will show you how you have all the 
answers you may need with the Act and regulations in hand by working together to 
answer some frequently asked questions. 

 
 6:00-8:00 pm Dinner & Cultural Event, University Center Ballroom 

The University of Montana NAGPRA staff and Provost Office are hosting a special 
dinner and cultural event for all participants. Please join us in celebrating our 
partnerships, collaboration and collective healing. 

 
Thursday, May 14 – Day 3 

  
9:00-10:00 am Collections Care and Management, University Center Ballroom  

Your Neighborhood Museum will provide a discussion on dealing with mold on 
collections items and in storage spaces, safety protocols for dealing with mold 
outbreaks, and an introduction to cleaning techniques. 
Lylliam Posadas, Co-Founder & Co-Director; Jennifer Kim, Co-Founder & Co-
Director; Nicole Passerotti, Seneca Nation, Bear Clan, Conservator & Collections 
Care Specialist 

 
10:00-12:30 pm The Technical Steps of NAGPRA Continued*, University Center Ballroom 

The NAGPRA Trainer team continues with Subpart C processes for inventories and 
summaries. The team will further cover delays, timelines, joint repatriations, and 
coalition building. In addition, the University of Montana’s NAGPRA and Repatriation 
Team will discuss the history of NAGPRA compliance at UM. They will highlight the 
most recent Northern Cheyenne repatriation that took place in February 2026.  
Courtney Little Axe, Northern Cheyenne, Absentee Shawnee, Seminole, NAGPRA 
Repatriation Coordinator, Collections Manager; Kelly Dixon, Professor, Anthropology 
Department; Lisa Hunt, Blackfeet descendant, Repatriation and Collections Liaison, 
Ph.D. Candidate; Mikalen Running Fisher, Amskapi Pikuni, Collections and 
Repatriation Liaison, Ph.D. Candidate. 

 
12:30-1:30 pm Lunch on your own. 

Food trucks! Kicking BBQ & Serving Thyme food trucks will be available at $10-15 per 
person. 

 
1:30-2:50 pm NAGPRA Graves Protection*, University Center Ballroom 

The NAGPRA Trainer team will provide lessons on Subpart B of NAGPRA’s 
regulations covering graves protection and disposition of Ancestors and cultural items 
from federal and Tribal lands.   

 
3:00-4:00 pm NAGPRA Review Committee, Civil Penalties and Other Enforcement 

Opportunities*, University Center Ballroom  
NAGPRA is a federal law that requires compliance from institutions and federal 
agencies. Learn about opportunities available that support the enforcement of 



  
 

  5
 

NAGPRA, including civil penalties, the NAGPRA Review Committee, the Inspector 
General, litigation, and criminal violations. 
Shannon O’Loughlin, Choctaw Nation, CEO & Attorney, Association on American 
Indian Affairs. 

 
4:00 – 5:00 pm TIME TO CELEBRATE OUR NEW NAGPRA EXPERTS!* University Center Ballroom 

The final assessment will be given, as well as NAGPRA Certificates, gift cards and Class 
Photo. 

 
MEET THE TRAINERS 

 
Basil Stewart is a NAGPRA trainer with the Association on American Indian Affairs. He earned his M.A. in Public 
Archaeology from Binghamton University and currently works full-time as a NAGPRA Coordinator in 
Williamsburg, Virginia. Basil's museum practice spans eight years, with a focus on collections care and bio-ethics 
within museums. His most recent research explored the role of grief in NAGPRA practice. Outside of museums, 
Basil is a lifelong artist and seamster. 

Courtney Little-Axe is Northern Cheyenne, Absentee Shawnee, and Seminole. She grew up on the Northern 
Cheyenne reservation and in Little Axe/Tecumseh, Oklahoma. She has an Associate of Science degree in Natural 
Sciences from Haskell Indian Nations University in Lawrence, Kansas and a Records and Information 
Management Certificate from the National Archives and Records Administration in Kansas City, Missouri. She 
also has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Anthropology and a Forensic Studies Certificate from the University of 
Montana. During her undergrad, Courtney worked as an intern in the UM Anthropological Curation Facility, 
where she became familiar with the collection of ancestral belongings housed there. Following her time at UM, 
she was selected as a Native American fellow for the Peabody Essex Museum in Salem, Massachusetts and 
served as the Exhibitions Research and Publications Fellow. After her fellowship, she worked at the Autry 
Museum of the American West in Los Angeles, California as the NAGPRA Assistant and then as the Repatriation 
Assistant. She came into UM’s new Repatriation Coordinator position with an existing skill set that helped 
develop methods and protocols to Indigenize the care of Ancestors and their belongings withheld in collections. 
She has also helped advocate for and establish processes for ethical and respectful tribal consultation in 
collaboration with various Tribal Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal representatives, and elders across the 
country. 

Jennifer Kim is a co-founder and co-director of Your Neighborhood Museum, a nonprofit with a mission to help 
each other care for our own cultural belongings and tell our own stories. Jen is a conservator working with 
cultural and academic institutions, communities, municipalities, and with private individuals on projects including 
treatments, exhibitions, preservation planning, grant writing, teaching, and research. Jen has an MA in Art 
History and Conservation from New York University. Jen has worked both in private practice as well as at 
institutions such as the Autry Museum of the American West, the Margaret Herrick Library, and the 
Archaeological Exploration of Sardis. She is currently the objects conservator at Los Angeles Art Conservation 
and co-director at Your Neighborhood Museum. 

Kay Kkendasot Mattena is a citizen of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation with matriarchal Ancestors among the 
Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi, and Prairie Band Potawatomi. Kay serves the Association on American Indian 
Affairs as its Program Associate and NAGPRA trainer. Kay has also served as a graduate research assistant with 
the Center for Braiding Indigenous Knowledges and Science where she aided in the early days of this new multi-
million-dollar science and training center established to rethink how Western science and Native Traditional 
Knowledges can be weaved together to better understand our ecosystems. Kay is also conversationally fluent in 
Bodwewadmimwen as a Language Apprentice with the Citizen Potawatomi Nation Language Department and is 
currently the Primary Investigator for the Potawatomi Nation Tattoo Society where she works collaboratively with 
Potawatomi tattoo artists, piercers and elders to reawaken traditional Potawatomi body modification practices. 
Kay received her master's in archaeology from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, where she expanded 
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her knowledge about community-based practices with leading Indigenous scholars and allies. 

Dr. Kelly Dixon has worked in the field of archaeology and heritage management for over 25 years. Since the 
fall of 2003, Dr. Dixon has worked as an Archaeologist and Professor at the University of Montana’s (UM) 
Department of Anthropology; she has been assisting with UM’s cultural heritage collections as part of her service 
duties. Living and working in the North American West for 20 years, Dixon’s body of work underscores the ways 
in which actions in the American West have connections with—and impacts on—the rest of the world as humans 
navigate extreme social and environmental changes. Whether drawing lessons from the past to make informed 
decisions about the present or whether working collaboratively with her colleagues, Dixon believes partnerships 
with Native Nation, Federal, State, and local government agencies, as well as with private businesses, 
stakeholders, communities, and other universities can help responsibly and respectfully preserve and protect 
land, heritage, and humanity’s well-being in the 21st century and beyond. 

Kim Mettler is a citizen of the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation. Kim serves the Association on American 
Indian Affairs as its Next Generations Director, overseeing intergenerational healing, Native youth justice, 
adoption investigations and other work relating to Native families and youth. Beginning her diverse service in 
Native Country with the Indigenous Women’s Network, Kim has served as legal counsel for a Native Nation, 
focusing on Tribal law, intergovernmental relations and cultural resources protections; serves as a board 
member for the Native American Women’s Health Education Resource Center, providing advocacy on the 
regional, national and international levels on domestic violence, sexual assault, reproductive and environmental 
justice; provided training and co-advocacy with court appointed special advocates; and directed Tribal STAR, an 
ICWA training and technical assistance program, and the development of California’s Common Core ICWA 
curriculum for social workers. Kim is a skilled coach, facilitator and mediator and brings more than 25 years of 
advocacy and bridge building with and on behalf of Native women, youth and Native Nations. Kim received her 
BA in Social Justice from Fairhaven College, and her law degree from the University of Arizona in Indigenous 
Peoples’ Law and Policy.   

Lisa Hunt is of Blackfeet descent and is a Ph.D. Candidate at the University of Montana in Cultural Anthropology. 
She received her Bachelor’s degree in Native American Studies and Master’s in Cultural Anthropology at the 
University of Montana. She has been employed at the University of Montana Anthropological Collections Facility 
as a Repatriation & Collections Liaison since 2021. She has been assisting with the NAGPRA process to reconcile 
and return Ancestors removed from their place of rest during salvage archaeology projects associated with the 
dam-building era in the mid-20th century. She also works to ensure that all associated cultural belongings are 
treated with care and planned for inventory and repatriation. As part of this work, Lisa has been actively involved 
in visits from Native Nation delegations throughout the region, working through cultural belongings issues and 
related repatriation needs. These events have been associated with UM’s anthropological collections history and 
represent a shift toward respect and reconciliation by working in concert with the region’s Native Nation cultural 
heritage leaders and stewards.  

Lylliam Posadas is a co-founder and co-director of Your Neighborhood Museum, a nonprofit with a mission to 
help each other care for our own cultural belongings and tell our own stories. Lylliam is also the Colonial 
Pathways Repatriation Manager at the Museum of Us, focusing on international and domestic repatriations 
beyond NAGPRA. Lylliam has experience facilitating NAGPRA repatriation, developing repatriation programs, 
and guiding research protocols at the Fowler Museum at UCLA and the Autry Museum of the American West. 
Lylliam also focuses on collaborative program development and community-led research practices. Lylliam 
received an M.Sc. in Technology and Analysis of Archaeological Materials from University College London and 
Bachelor degrees in Anthropology and Psychology from UCLA and has field research experience in Ghana, Peru, 
Louisiana and California. 

Dr. Maegan Rides at the Door is a citizen of the Assiniboine-Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck Reservation and is 
also a descendant of the Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma. Maegan has served as the National Native 
Children’s Trauma Center Director since 2015. Maegan utilizes her knowledge in trauma responsive care to 
provide training and technical assistance with a wide variety of systems of care including but not limited to 
schools, child welfare, juvenile justice, and healthcare. She has been central to the design and implementation of 
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trauma-responsive systems of care with Native Nations, private, federal, and state partners; the implementation 
of cross-system youth suicide prevention programming; and the expansion of child advocacy centers’ capacity to 
meet the needs of Native Nations. 

Mikalen Running Fisher, an enrolled member of the Amskapi Pikuni (Blackfeet Nation), was born and raised on 
the Blackfeet Reservation in Browning, Montana. She has dedicated her academic and professional journey to 
cultural preservation, education, and revitalization of Indigenous knowledge. In 2022, Mikalen earned a Bachelor 
of Arts in Native American Studies with a minor in Communication Studies from the University of Montana. She 
continued her academic path by completing a Master of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies in 2024, integrating the 
fields of History, Linguistics, and Anthropology. She is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in Cultural Heritage and 
Applied Anthropology at UM. Mikalen’s doctoral research centers on increasing access to cultural resources for 
the Blackfoot people. A key aspect of this work is repatriation of Blackfoot belongings, a project that grew from 
her involvement with UM’s Anthropological Collections Facility (UMACF). Her work is further supported by her 
position as an Archivist at the Blackfeet Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO), where she collaborates closely 
with THPO’s across Montana. These relationships have reinforced her belief in the urgency of repatriation efforts 
to preserve and strengthen cultural identity. Currently, Mikalen serves as the Collections and Repatriation Liaison 
and continues her work at the Blackfeet THPO. Her long-term goal is to return to her community as a Ph.D.-
holding cultural professional, helping lead efforts in cultural preservation and repatriation while encouraging the 
pursuit of higher education. She strives to bridge the gap between academic institutions and Indigenous 
communities by creating culturally grounded and accessible educational resources. 

Nicole Passerotti is the Principal Investigator and Director of the Andrew W. Mellon Opportunity for Diversity in 
Conservation. She is an objects conservator and works with Indigenous and archaeological collections, as well as 
decorative, modern, and fine art. She has collaborated with artists, scientists, curators, and community 
stakeholders in the U.S., England, Mexico, and Turkey. She approaches objects, individuals, cultures, and values 
with care, and respect. Nicole works to encourage more diverse practices and practitioners in conservation. As a 
citizen of the Seneca Nation of Indians, she helped to establish a partnership between the Seneca-Iroquois 
National Museum in Salamanca, NY and the nearby SUNY Buffalo State Art Conservation program, where she 
earned her M.A. and Certificate of Advanced Study. 

Shannon O’Loughlin is a citizen of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma and serves the Association on American 
Indian Affairs as its Chief Executive and Attorney. Shannon has been practicing Native Nations law and policy for 
more than 25 years. She currently serves as Vice Chair of the Board at Native Ways Federation, which educates 
about informed giving to Native-led nonprofits. She is a former Chief of Staff to the National Indian Gaming 
Commission. Shannon has also served Native Country in the private sector as an attorney, leading a large 
national firm’s Native Nations law practice group that worked to strengthen, maintain and protect sovereignty, 
self-determination and culture. Shannon was appointed by Secretary of the Department of the Interior, Sally 
Jewell to the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act Review Committee in 2013; and was 
appointed by President Barack Obama as the first Native American to the Cultural Property Advisory Committee 
within the State Department in 2015, and was the only Committee member fired by Trump in 2019. Shannon 
received a B.A. in American Indian Studies from California State University, Long Beach and joint M.A. and J.D. 
degrees from the University of Arizona in Indigenous Peoples Law and Policy.   

Winter BearKing is a Hunkpapa Lakota descendant and serves as the Association on American Indian Affairs’ 
Cultural Sovereignty Curriculum Development Project Lead and Director of Repatriation for the Piscataway 
Indian Nation. Winter has been working with learners of all ages in both formal and informal educational spaces 
since 2017, with a focus on building connection, understanding and privileging the voices and stories of those 
left out of traditional historical and social research. Winter is a current graduate student at Johns Hopkins 
University, pursuing a master’s degree in cultural heritage management. Winter has an associate’s degree in 
liberal studies with a specialization in global studies from the Community College of Vermont, and a bachelor’s 
degree in history with a concentration in American history and minor in sociology from Southern New Hampshire 
University. Winter’s research has explored the relationship between ontological influence on social perception 
and access to constitutional rights and socioeconomic opportunity.   
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RESOURCES 
 
The Association’s Tribal Partners Working Group (TPWG) is a closed working group limited to Native 
Nation officials and representatives on matters involving domestic and international repatriation, NAGPRA, 
cultural heritage protection, historic preservation, and sacred site matters. If you would like to join the 
TPWG, please email general@Indian-Affairs.org. 

Auction Alerts: The Association monitors sales of potentially sensitive cultural heritage in domestic and 
international auctions. If you would like to receive our Auction Alerts, please email general@Indian-
Affairs.org. 

NAGPRA ACT: https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title25/chapter32&edition=prelim  

NAGPRA Regulations: https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-43/subtitle-A/part-10  

Federal Register Final Regulations with Department of Interior Comments: 
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/12/13/2023-27040/native-american-graves-protection-
and-repatriation-act-systematic-processes-for-disposition-or  

National NAGPRA Program Templates (Please note that these templates were created for institutions and 
not Native Nations. Review all templates and revise accordingly for your purposes.): 
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nagpra/templates.htm  

National NAGPRA Program Consultation Resources: https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nagpra/consultation-
resources.htm  

Oversight.gov for all inspector general information throughout the federal government: 
https://www.oversight.gov/  

Department of the Interior Inspector General Resources: https://www.doioig.gov/  

Native Nations Treaty Database, Oklahoma State University: https://treaties.okstate.edu/  

Interactive Map of Native Peoples Territories: https://native-land.ca/  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


